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The	 study	 aims	 to	 identify	 the	 types	 of	 rejective	 behaviours	 portrayed	 in	 Matt	
Ruff’s	Lovecraft	 Country	novel	 and	 to	 discuss	 the	 portrayal	 of	 African-American	






theory.	The	 results	 show	 that	 verbal	 rejection	 (antilocution),	 discrimination,	 and	
physical	attack	are	all	portrayed	in	this	novel	albeit	with	different	frequencies	for	
















Allport	 dan	 teori	 respons	 terhadap	 rasisme	 Mellor.	 Hasil	 dari	 kajian	 menemukan	
bahwa	 verbal	 rejection	 (antilocution),	 discrimination,	 dan	 physical	 attack	
digambarkan	 semua	 di	 novel	 ini	 meskipun	 dengan	 jumlah	 kejadian	 yang	 berbeda	
untuk	 setiap	 karakter	 ras	 Afrika-Amerika.	 Telah	 ditemukan	 juga	 bahwa	 karakter-
karakter	 tersebut	 menggambarkan	 defensive	 response,	 controlled	 response,	 dan	
confrontational	response	dalam	menghadapi	rejective	behaviours.	
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claimed	 racial	 discrimination	 remains	 a	 grave	 concern	 in	 American	 society	 and	




than	 four	 decades	 (Orfield	 3).	 Even	 as	 our	 society	 has	 grown	more	 diverse,	 the	
number	of	schools	where	less	than	one	percent	of	students	are	white	has	increased	













and	 analyze	 the	 portrayal	 of	 African-American	 characters’	 responses	 to	 those	
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are	deemed	as	 the	mild	ones.	Behind	 jokes	 that	 seem	harmless	 lies	hostility	 that	
insult	the	racial	minorities,	which	also	served	as	proof	of	the	groups’	inferiority.	The	
















The	 most	 severe	 type	 of	 rejective	 behaviour	 is	 physical	 attack.	 It	 is	
considered	as	such	because	of	how	malicious	and	violent	this	behaviour	is.	Physical	














any	 protest.	 Furthermore,	 the	 victims	may	 also	 actively	 defend	 themselves	 from	






Controlled	 response	 involves	 individuals	 to	 maintain	 their	 self-control	 in	
dealing	 with	 rejective	 behaviours.	 One	 way	 to	 do	 so	 is	 by	 taking	 a	 conscious	
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situational	 decision	 to	 ignore	 the	 incident	 and	 hold	 back	 their	 feelings,	 which	
implies	that	there	is	tension	between	the	inclination	to	respond	and	the	decision	not	
to.	While	similar	to	the	previous	passive	defensive	response,	this	one	takes	immense	




Confrontational	 response	 entails	 the	 action	 of	 fighting	 back	 against	 the	
perpetrator	 of	 rejective	 behaviours.	 The	 perpetrator	 will	 be	 confronted	 by	 the	
victims	who	reprimand	the	former,	telling	the	perpetrator	that	they	have	the	rights	
to	 be	 respected	 and	 do	 not	 deserve	 to	 be	 mistreated.	 A	 higher	 degree	 of	 this	



















direct	 characterization	 if	 the	one	who	 identifies	 the	character’s	 features	has	 “the	
most	authoritative	voice”	in	the	text	(Rimmon-Kenan	62).	They	are	the	narrator	or	
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action	 can	be	 classified	 as	 an	 act	 of	 commission	 if	 it	 is	 carried	out	by	 the	
character	intentionally.	If	the	action	is	not	carried	out	by	the	character	even	
though	 they	 should,	 then	 it	 can	 be	 categorized	 as	 an	 act	 of	 omission.	 A	






about	another	may	reveal	 their	own	character	trait.	 If	 the	trait	 is	deduced	
through	the	form	then	how	the	characters	spoke	may	indicate	their	traits.	In	
other	 words,	 the	 language	 or	 the	 manner	 of	 speech	 may	 suggest	 the	



















	 This	 research	 is	 a	 descriptive	 research	 as	 Nassaji	 stated	 that	 descriptive	
research	 is	 concerned	with	describing	a	phenomenon	and	 the	characteristic	of	 it	
(129).	 It	 is	 suitable	 for	 the	 aforementioned	 theory	 because	 racial	 prejudice	 and	





of	 this	research	 is	racial	prejudice	and	discrimination.	Thus,	 it	suits	multicultural	
criticism	because	the	purpose	of	the	criticism	is	to	identify	and	analyze	the	literary	
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	 The	 researcher	 has	 done	 several	 steps	 in	 order	 to	 collect	 the	 data	 of	 this	
study.	The	steps	 include	reading	Lovecraft	Country	novel	carefully	multiple	 times	
and	by	writing	down	narrations	and	dialogues	related	to	the	research	questions.	The	
first	 research	 question	 is	 about	 the	 rejective	 behaviours	 portrayed	 in	 Lovecraft	







	 There	 are	 rejective	 behaviours	 found	 in	 Lovecraft	 Country	 novel.	 The	
rejective	 behaviours	 directed	 towards	 African-American	 characters	 in	 the	 story	




























Atticus	 and	 the	 others.	 Samuel	 was	 being	 courteous	 toward	 Atticus	 with	 an	
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he	was	 seething	with	 rage.	 It	was	 evident	 from	 the	 narration:	 “Immune,	 Atticus	
thought,	hands	itching	to	turn	into	fists.	Be	interesting	to	test	the	limits	of	that”	
(Ruff	72).	His	action,	which	 is	 “hands	 itching	 to	 turn	 into	 fists”,	was	a	sign	of	his	
repressed	anger.	Atticus	could	not	show	his	anger	due	to	his	father’s	captivity	and	
for	 the	 fear	 of	 endangering	 his	 father	 because	 testing	 Samuel’s	 patience	 could	



















	 The	 boy’s	 discrimination	 against	 black	 people	 caused	 him	 to	 treat	 Letitia	
unfairly.	Her	occupancy	 in	his	neighborhood,	where	white	people	 live,	 infuriated	
him.	He	mistreated	her	by	 telling	her	 she	was	walking	around	 in	 someone	else’s	
neighborhood	 and	 she	 did	 not	 belong	 there.	 It	 was	 proven	 by	 his	 remark	 that	
implied	black	people	did	not	deserve	 to	 live	 in	 the	same	place	as	 the	whites.	His	
remark	could	also	be	interpreted	as	an	attempt	to	intimidate	her	into	leaving	the	
district.	Therefore,	 the	boy’s	harassment,	which	was	motivated	by	the	fact	Letitia	
was	 a	 black	 woman	 living	 in	 the	 same	 area	 as	 his,	 was	 identified	 as	 an	 act	 of	
discrimination.	
	 Letitia	answered	the	boy’s	discriminatory	action	by	retaliating.	When	being	
told	 she	 was	 walking	 around	 in	 someone	 else’s	 neighborhood,	 she	 retorted	 by	
saying	it	was	hers	as	well.	Her	reply	was	enough	of	a	response.	However,	there	was	
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went	on	 for	a	 few	seconds	until	 she	deemed	 the	boy	has	been	punished	enough.	




























physical	attack.	As	 indicated	 from	 the	phrase	 “grim	 familiarity”	when	 the	violent	




abuse	 could	 still	 be	 considered	 as	 a	 defensive	 response	 since	 they	 did	 not	 do	
anything	in	order	to	protect	themselves	from	further	harm.	
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missing	 father.	His	 journey	caused	him	 to	 interact	with	white	people	more	often	




it	 did	 not	mean	 that	 other	 characters	 are	 not	 treated	 with	 the	 same	 amount	 of	
rejection	as	Atticus.	It	might	not	be	told	within	the	story	due	to	their	roles	as	minor	
characters.	
Furthermore,	 the	 researcher	 also	 found	 some	 discovery	 regarding	 the	
characters’	 responses	 to	 the	 rejective	 behaviours.	 First,	 Atticus	 and	 Letitia’s	
responses	fell	into	all	of	the	categories	Mellor	has	suggested,	albeit	with	different	
frequency	 for	 how	 often	 Atticus	 faced	 white	 people.	 Defensive	 and	 controlled	
appeared	to	be	the	general	types	that	Atticus’	actions	classified	into.	Then,	George	





the	whites.	For	 the	other	 characters,	 their	 responses	 relied	on	 the	 situation	 they	
were	in.	In	one	case,	Ruby	chose	to	be	defensive	by	being	cooperative	to	the	police	
after	being	 falsely	accused	of	stealing.	Another	one,	 in	anger,	Hippolyta’s	act	 fells	
into	confrontational	category	since	she	was	holding	the	white	man	who	insulted	her	











animosity	 behind	 it	 when	 refusing	 to	 sell	 his	 tires	 to	 the	 latter.	 These	 verbal	
rejections	were	typically	followed	by	discriminatory	acts,	which	was	also	done	by	
white	 people.	An	 example	 of	 it	 is	 the	 law	 enforcement	 officials	who	 target	 some	
characters	for	suspicion	of	a	crime	merely	because	of	their	race.	They	pulled	over	
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Atticus	 without	 a	 warrant	 when	 he	 was	 traveling	 and	 falsely	 accused	 Ruby	 for	
stealing.	 Some	 of	 these	 discriminatory	 behaviours	 led	 to	 physical	 attacks.	 The	
authorities,	with	their	unfavourable	view	for	the	black	people,	used	excessive	force	
particularly	when	investigating	the	black	for	crimes.	One	instance	of	such	practice	
include,	 a	 sheriff	 and	 his	 deputies	 gave	 Atticus	 and	 George	 a	 beating	 as	well	 as	
holding	them	at	gunpoint.		
These	rejective	behaviours	prompted	varying	responses	from	the	characters,	
which	 were	 the	 victims	 to	 the	 conducts.	 The	 novel	 represented	 all	 the	 kinds	 of	
responses	Mellor	has	proposed,	such	as	defensive,	controlled,	and	confrontational.	
The	majority	of	the	responses	the	characters	expressed	are	defensive	and	controlled	
with	 a	 few	 confrontational	 for	 each	 category	 of	 rejective	 behaviour.	 This	 was	
quite	unsurprising	to	find	for	a	number	of	reasons.	Acting	in	a	way	to	defend	oneself	
(defensive	 response)	 and	 suppressing	 emotions	 (controlled	 response)	 are	 very	
closely	 related	 since	 supressing	 emotions	 can	be	 considered	 as	 a	way	 to	protect	
oneself.		
However,	 the	 differences	 between	 these	 two	 are	 the	 former	 is	 an	
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